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There are two defibrillators in the village; One on a
wall between Mary’s Pasty Shop and the Petrol Station,
and one at the Methodist Chapel.
The code for opening both machines is 4680,
followed by a tick.

Patients at Probus Surgery may now arrange to
collect their prescriptions from
Mary’s Pastys (Former Post Office)
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Cover photograph: ‘Truro Cathedral interior’ © Keith Littlejohns
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Diary at a Glance: December 2019 – March 2020
NOTE: Prefix for all the telephone numbers below is 01872 if calling from outside the area or on a mobile.

December

Holy Trinity Church
Midnight communion
Tuesday 24th, Christmas Eve, 11.30 pm

Lunch Club
Thursday 5th , 12.00 Noon
Church Hall
Booking essential call 520 566

Methodist Chapel Truro
Christmas Day Service
Wednesday 25th, 10.00 am

Mobile Library
Friday 6th, between 3.25 and 3.50 pm.

January

Walking Group
Saturday 7th
Call 520 568 for details.

Mobile Library
Friday 3rd, between 3.25 and 3.50 pm.
Walking Group
Saturday 4th
Call 520 568 for details.

St. Michael Penkivel Church
Carol Service
Sunday 8 th,4.00 pm
t

Coffee Morning
Tuesday 7th, 10.30 am - Noon
Mary’s Pastys

Midi Group
Tuesday 10th
Christmas Lunch

Memory Cafe
Wednesday 8th, 2.0 - 4.30 pm
Probus Village Hall

Memory Cafe
Christmas Party
Wednesday 11th, 2.0 – 4.30 pm
Probus Village Hall

Garden Club
Questions & Answers, with Liam Shoesmith
Thursday 9th, 7.30 pm
Tresillian Village Hall

General Election
Thursday 12th, Voting 7 am -10 pm
Tresillian Methodist Chapel
Family Quiz
Thursday 12th, 6.00 pm

Lunch Club
Thursday 16th, 12.00 noon
Church Hall
Booking essential call 520 566

Holy Trinity Church
Carol Service
Sunday 15th, 4.00 pm
Mince Pies and mulled wine afterwards
Tresillian Methodist Chapel
Carol Service
Sunday 22nd, 11.00 am

Midi Group
Midi Merriment
Tuesday 21st, 7.30 pm
Church Hall
Memory Cafe
Wednesday 22nd, 2.00 - 4.30 pm
Probus Village Hall

St. Michael Penkivel Church

Christingle
Tuesday 24 th, Christmas Eve, 4.00 pm

St. Clement Parish Council *
Wednesday 29th, 7.30 pm
St. Clement Parish Hall.

t

Tresillian Methodist Chapel
Christingle
Tuesday 24th, Christmas Eve, 4.00 pm

Mobile Library
Friday 31st, between 3.25 and 3.50 pm.
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February

Mobile Library
Friday 28th, between 3.25 and 3.50 pm.

Walking Group
Saturday 1st
Call 520 568 for details.

March
Coffee Morning
Tuesday 3rd, 10.30 am - 12.00 Noon
Mary’s Pastys

Coffee Morning
Tuesday 4th, 10.30 am 12.00 Noon
Mary’s Pastys

Walking Group
Saturday 7th
Call 520 568 for details.

Memory Cafe
Wednesday 12th, 2.00 - 4.30 pm
Probus Village Hall

Memory Cafe
Wednesday 11th 2.00 - 4.30 pm
Probus Village Hall

Garden Club
Gary Long: Trees and Shrubs for the Small Garden
Sunday 13th, 7.30 pm
Tresillian Village Hall

Garden Club
Thursday 14th, 7.30 pm
Nick Bacon: Medical Plants
Tresillian Village Hall

Midi Group
Tuesday 18th, 2.00 pm
Church Hall

Midi Group
Tuesday 17th, 7.30 pm
Church Hall.

Lunch Club
Thursday 20th, 12.00 noon
Church Hall
Booking essential call 520 566

Lunch Club
Thursday 19th, 12.00 Noon
Church Hall
Booking essential call 520 566

Shrove Tuesday - Pancake Day
Tuesday 25th
Ash Wednesday
Wednesday 26th
Look for information on the village website about
a simple service at Holy Trinity nearer the date.

Memory Cafe
Wednesday 25th, 2.0 0 - 4.30 pm
Probus Village Hall
St. Clement Parish Council *
Wednesday 25th , 7.30 pm
St. Clement Parish Hall.

Memory Cafe
Wednesday 26th, 2.00 - 4.30 pm
Probus Village Hall

Mobile Library
Friday 27th, between 3.25 and 3.50 pm.

St. Clement Parish Council *
Wednesday 26th, 7.30 pm
St. Clement Parish Hall.

Clocks go FORWARD Overnight
28th/29th

* NOTE: In order to fully discuss matters arising from other organisations and meetings it may
sometimes be necessary to change the date of Parish Council meetings.
Please look out for information on the village notice boards and website.
Dates and venues may be subject to change; please contact the appropriate organisation if in doubt.
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Regular Gatherings
Usually in the Village Hall
Badminton Club

Monday evenings
(September to April)

Tresillian Singers

Tuesday evenings

Tresillian Dance
Club (Modern sequence)

Friday evenings

At the Methodist Chapel
Tiddlywinks – Parent and toddler/baby group
Friday mornings, 10.0 am to 12 noon

Michael’s Dance School
Wednesday evenings

Contacts
Allotments Association:
Lorraine Sutton: 520 609
Lesley Jones: 520 568

Village Improvement Group:
Helen Nicholson; 520 295
Walking Group:
Lesley Jones; 520 568

Church:
Rev. Canon Lynda Barley 273 924

GOVERNMENT
Church Hall; lettings:
Telephone 520 198 or 520 679

M.P.
[See press after General Election, 12.12.19]
Constituency Office
18 Lemon Street
Truro TR1 2LZ
Tel. 274760

Chapel:
Andrew and Helen Nicholson; 520 295
Jean Tubb; 520 477
Garden Club:
Lorraine Sutton; 520 609
Cheryl Chatterton; 520 537

Cornwall Council
Cllr.Mike Eathorne-Gibbons
County Hall, Truro.
Tel. 275007
Mobile: 07979 864 555
email: meathorne@cornwall.gov.uk

Lunch Club:
Gillian Fielder; 520 566
Midi Group:
Shirley Anderson: 520 372
Ann Winter: 862 627

St. Clement Parish Council
Mr Tomas Hill (Clerk)
Bewnans Ke
34 Penlee Villas
Playing Place
TR3 6EY
Tel. 865 840
email: stclementpc@hotmail.co.uk

Tiddlywinks:
Helen Nicholson; 520 295
Village Hall; lettings:
Ann McCormick; 510 850
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Tresillian Residents Association & Magazine (TRAM)
Email: tram.gdoherty@gmail.com
The TRESILLIAN RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION was formed in 1968 and membership is open to all residents of the village and the
surrounding district and to friends and associates of our community on payment of an ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, currently
£5.00, which includes TRAM
THE ASSOCIATION IS NON-SECTARIAN AND NON-PARTY POLITICAL. Since 1983 regular meetings of the Association have been
suspended, but can be reconvened if necessary to consider any important matter of interest or concern to village residents.
TRAM is published quarterly by the Association, usually in March, June, September and December, and is circulated and
delivered to all Members of the Association. Additional copies, subject to availability, can be supplied at £1.25 per copy.
MATERIAL FOR TRAM
Reports on the activities of village groups, organisations, places of worship etc; letters and suggestions, notices and small
ads. should be sent to the editor:
Not later than Monday 2nd March 2020 for publication late March
Articles, (humorous, historical, topical etc.) short stories, notices, poems, etc. are always welcome and should be sent to the
editor. Subject to suitability and acceptance they will be published as soon as possible.
Opinions expressed in any article appearing in TRAM are not necessarily those of the Production Team. The Production Team
reserves the right to publish or not to publish any article etc. submitted to it.

PRODUCTION TEAM
Editor:
Production:
Treasurer:
Committee:

George Doherty, 11 Higher Polsue Way
Tel: 01872 520 674
Lesley Jones, 15 Heron Close
Tel: 01872 520 567
Keith Littlejohns, 26 Heron Close
Tel: 01872 520 503
Aileen Bratton, 47 Polsue Way
Tel: 01872 520 176
Shirley Anderson Rev. Canon Lynda Barley Janet Bailey Lesley Dobel
TRAM DISTRIBUTION TEAM

Area of Village
Main Road, West
Creekside View
Main Road, Centre
(Manor Cottage to St. Erme)
Main Road, East
(Fal Garage to Riverside)
Polsue Way: Odd numbers
Even numbers: 2-20
22-40
Higher Polsue Way:
1-15, 2-26
17-35, 28-50
Carharthen View
Carne Meadows
Heron Close
Lower Park
Fairfax Road
Bridge
St. Michael Penkivel
Truro and Probus

Distributor

Telephone No.

Mrs Frances Deacon, Shirley

520353

Mrs Kay Ellis, Chy-an-Mor
Mr John Michell, 5 Polsue Way
Mrs Desiree Tillgren, 8 Polsue Way
Mrs Aileen Bratton, 47 Polsue Way
Mr Barry McCameron, 20 Higher Polsue Way
Mrs Shirley Anderson, 33 Higher Polsue Way
Mrs Morwenna Bevan, 7 Carharthen View
Mrs Meta Johnson, 4 Carne Meadows
Mrs Lesley Jones, 15 Heron Close
Mrs Janet Bailey, Millbrook
Mrs Val Lawes, 24 Higher Polsue Way
Mrs Lesley Jones, 15 Heron Close
Mrs Cathy Cook
Mr George Doherty, 11 Higher Polsue Way

520351
520205
520631
520176
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520372
520436
520568
520612
520259
520568
520674

Mobile Library Dates
December

Friday 1

st

January

Friday 3

rd

Friday 31

st

February

Friday 28

March

Friday 27

th

th

This is assuming the library keeps to its four-week timetable
The mobile library usually visits every four weeks and stops on Heron Close, Tresillian,
between 3.25 and 3.50 pm.

Probus Memory Café
A MEMBER OF CORNWALL MEMORY CAFÉ NETWORK
MEETING DATES
December

Wednesday 11th (Christmas tea)

January

Wednesday 8th and Wednesday 22nd

February

Wednesday 12th and Wednesday 26th

March

Wednesday 11th and Wednesday 25th

ALL MEETINGS ARE HELD AT PROBUS VILLAGE HALL
FROM 2.30 pm to 4.30 pm
Enquires to Jill Prisk on 01726 884388 or 07541 319989

The Royal British Legion Truro Branch
VETERANS BREAKFAST CLUB
The First Wednesday of Every Month
The Central Bar and Grill, 18 St. Mary’s Street, Truro TR1 2AF
9.0 am – 11.0 am.
There is a good choice of breakfast fare at very reasonable prices
For further information contact Andy Beattie on 07791 572786
or email truro.bcs@rbl.community
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Tramlines
Nadelik Lowen ha Bledhen Nowyth Da
It is with great pleasure that we offer our sincere congratulations to
Lord Falmouth on his 100th birthday which he celebrated on the 31st October.

An apology for there being no autumn issue of TRAM. A combination of ill health and other
commitments made it too difficult. As some compensation we are endeavoring to make this edition a bit
special with an extra splash of colour.
The end of the year is always an opportune moment to say thank you to all concerned with the
production of TRAM: those who submit news on behalf of their respective organisations, articles and
little snippets of humour and interest; the Distribution Team who deliver the magazine to members and
collect subscriptions when they are due; the production team and, by no means least, those who
continue to support us by advertising in our pages. We thank you all.
We do urgently need additional distributors – for part of the main road, part of Polsue Way and
Creekside View particularly. Please, please. Help!

On behalf of the TRAM Production Team may I wish all our readers, helpers advertisers and
friends a very happy Christmas and contentment in the year to come. To those who are ill, or have
recently suffered bereavement and are not, understandably, of joyful mind; to those in any way
troubled in this otherwise festive season, may you find ease and peace.
George
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St. Clement Parish Council

W

e welcome Ms Linda Hitchcox to the Council. Linda has served on the Neighbourhood Plan project
so is already known to most members of the council.

Neighbourhood Plan
The Neighbourhood Plan has been formally approved by the Parish Council and forwarded to Cornwall
Council. Restricted
Traffic Movement at Polsue Estate Entrance
Cormac inform us that due to undermining of the highway at this point they have had to ensure that all
traffic loading is moved away from the edge of the highway. As a result it has been necessary to install
traffic lights and these will remain in place until remedial work is completed to the Council’s satisfaction.
They regret that at this stage they cannot offer a likely timescale for their removal.
Obstructed Rights of Way
During the summer the Council have received numerous reports of overgrowth and other obstructions
to various rights of way in the parish. Cornwall Council have been told of these and the situation is
being monitored.
Dog waste
The Council has asked Cornwall Council to provide a dog waste bin on the bridleway near Quarry
Cottage.
Your Parish Councillors are:
Cllr George Doherty (Chairman)
Cllr Theresa Cowling (Vice-Chair)
Cllr Linda Hitchcox
Cllr Keith Littlejohns
Cllr David Stone
Cllr Peter Thomas
There is one seat vacant on the Council.
Your Cornwall Councillor is Cllr Mike Eathorne-Gibbons.
The Clerk to the Parish Council is Mr Tomas Hill.
Correspondence details:
email (preferred): stclementpc@hotmail.co.uk
Postal Mail:
Mr Tomas Hill
St. Clement Parish Council
Bewnans Ke, 34 Penlee Villas
Playing Place
Truro
TR3 6EY
Telephone 01872 865 840
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Tresillian Walking Group

W

e had a lovely walk in April using one of the iwalkcornwall.com website for instructions and
information about the area we were going to travel. This walk was one that we had done before
but with new members and others that had missed it last time and as it was such a lovely time of the
year for wild primroses and a few bluebells etc. we felt it was well worth doing again.
The walk circles the Fal Valley using small lanes and footpaths and passes by Trevisick Garlenick,
Trenowth, Benallack and the Fal Valley viaduct. All these areas are historic settlements and at Galenick, a
listed manor house, we were joined by some friends. …:

( Ed: They’d just heard about this ‘selfie’ thing! )
We parked in Grampound and crossed the road to pass the Dolphin Inn and then walked through a little
footpath passing lovely cottages hidden from the main road, until we emerged onto Pepo Lane and
continued uphill until we found a signpost for St. Stephen. We turned right at the junction and continued
to a bridge over the river by a mill at the bottom of a valley. We kept on going uphill again and then
reached a public footpath sign on the left heading towards Garlenick. This pretty lane with its wild
flowers led into a yard and we exited from the far corner to pick up a path leading in front of the
Garlenick Manor House We then joined a gravel path on our left and followed it up until it joined a lane.
We turned left againand followed this lane through Treway and past junctions to Coombe and
Grampound. We kept going and crossed a bridge and then turned left at a sign for Grampound Road.
We had another walk uphill for about half a mile passing under a railway bridge and finally reaching a
sign for Trenowth.
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Here we turned left and continued up a marked private road until we found a waymark pointing towards
a bridge. We bore left over the bridge and continued between hedges and through a gateway into a field
by a waymark. We walked along the field keeping the hedgerow on our right hand side to an opening in
the next field where we bore slightly left up to a gate in the hedge at the top. Once through the gate the
path joins a track ahead, which led us towards a building and onto a lane by a waymark. We continued
until we came to a junction and then turned left to walk back downhill into Grampound.
May’s walk was abandoned because a lot of the walkers were unable to be there or lead a walk.
Well Here was a first for the walking group: not only did we have seven walkers and four dogs on our
walk in June but we also had a parrot. Coba is 28 years of age and an African Grey Parrot from the
Congo. She has been owned by two other families and has previously learned to speak in Dutch. She
now lives in Grampound. She was quite content to beep now and again (a bit like our fire alarm when
the battery needs changing) just so we knew she was enjoying the walk.
Coba is grey with a magnificent scarlet tail and her owner, Sarah, often walks with her, using a stick
in one hand and balancing the other end on her shoulder. Coba is not fettered in any way and is
quite content with this arrangement. She is quite happy left on a post as you can see from the
photo. When we stopped later on for a snack and a cuppa’ by some Scots Pines she was happy
wandering over the trees.

( Ed: She’s got this ‘selfie’ thing as well ! )
We were revisiting a walk at St. Just in Roseland, walking from the church to Messack Point. We walked
down towards the church, turned left through the Lych Gate, along the path and the coastal path,
leading all around the St. Just Creek.
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We crossed a wooden bridge to complete the other side of the creek before crossing into fields and over
stiles to a gated road and then continued along the Carrick Roads side heading for Messack Point. We
turned a corner and were treated to a wonderful view of the Carrick Roads with Falmouth and St.
Mawes in the distance.
I had the directions for the walk but as we were returning towards St. Just I got distracted and missed
out part of the walk, which meant hiking along the road for almost an extra mile rather than ambling
through the fields. Still, we got back on track and returned to St. Just Church after a lovely day’s walking.
Our August walk didn’t happen because of the lousy weather, so it got moved to September when four of
us, plus three greyhounds, met at the free car park at Sticker. We set off back towards the Hewas Inn and
the shop, and then crossed the road to connect with a small public pathway just before the bridge. This
led us downhill under trees and past a lovely cottage and a large pond until we met a stream. We walked
over a stone footbridge and went past a house and an old pump onto a track leading to a lane junction..
We walked straight on into a major lane and continued along the road for the best part of a mile.
We went walking past what was originally a thriving tented mining community that had a stone built
boarding school circa 1878 (now The Old School) and further along the road an isolated Methodist
Church. Only these two buildings remain, but further along this road at Five Turnings you can see two
Engine Houses.
We should have started crossing fields to meet up with footpaths but because of the soaking wet
weather it was too treacherous to wander through, and I didn’t fancy trying to cart the greyhounds over
a wall stile that had very small inset steps up it.
We elected to take the road instead and joined a walk by a stream, eventually taking us up a steep
pathway , which led us up another steep path ending at the Polgooth Inn.
After a restorative lunch we wandered through lanes through Polgooth until hitting the old road to
Sticker and back to the car park.
September was a return of February’s Charlestown Treasure Hunt. Snow put a lot of people off last time
but it still took three weekends to get this moving again due to bad weather forecasts.
There were eight of us altogether but I only chaperoned people around at the start and Dave was busy
on a quest of his own in the Maritime Museum. The walkers set off in pairs and most managed to find all
the clues, barring one. Which meant that nobody found the treasure.
Once back ensconced in the Rashleigh Arms pub garden I revealed a treasure chest. I have had this
forever and it once held McFarland biscuits, but this tin box made out like a treasure chest with a map
on the lid was full of gold coins (the chocolate type that you get as stocking fillers at Christmas). I added
a couple of strings of pearls (fake, but colourful) and passed them round..
I will report on the November walk next time.
Tresillian Walking Group meet on the first Saturday of each month at the start of the walk at 10.30 am.
If you would like to join us, or ask any questions, contact me on 520568
Lesley Jones
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Tresillian Garden Club

D

uring the summer months the Garden Club members are out and about visiting other people’s
gardens. On an overcast, cloudy Thursday evening in July we arrived at Crugsillick Manor at Ruan
Highlanes on the Roseland. Crugsillick is a two acre garden that has been substantially re-landscaped and
planted over the last six years by Alison Agnew and Brian Yule.
At the side of the old manor house is a wooded bank which drops down to a walled kitchen garden and a
hot garden. In the front are newly planted yew hedges, which along with gravel paths define oval lawns
and broad mixed borders. The next terrace has a very large pond as its focal point which was teeming
with tadpoles and newts. This was surrounded predominately by exotic flowering trees and shrubs.
Every border throughout the garden was extensively planted and colour themed.
Visiting other people’s gardens gives you a very good insight into how plants really grow and work
together; it often gives you a chance to see mature specimens so that you can truly see how tall and
wide a plant can become. I have seen pictures, and read write-ups in plant catalogues and magazines
about the climbing fuchsia Lady Boothby, mostly showing this plant grown in a pot held up by bamboo
canes against a wall.
Although this looks good in a picture, any plants I have seen in a garden centre or nursery are often 12
inches high and looking rather like a stick with few leaves attached and as such don’t fill me with great
excitement or confidence that it will climb as described in the blurb! But there, at Crugsillick Manor
tucked away in a tiny courtyard, was a splendid example of this fuchsia in full flower and leaf climbing
and scrambling over a pergola. The plant was at least six feet high and three feet wide, wow! Very
impressive. Now, where can I find space to fit that in my garden?
On a Saturday afternoon in August, we headed towards St. Blazey and the Luxulyan Valley to Garden
Cottage at Prideaux. The weather forecast was heavy rain showers but, undaunted (after all, we are a
hardy bunch) we arrived at our location to be met by Sue and Roger Paine. Sue explained that when they
arrived at Garden Cottage in 2014 the land was a mix of meadow and rough woodland. Their vision was
to create a garden that was sympathetic to its surrounds and landscape, had year-round interest with
lots of colour and would be a peaceful place in which it would feel good to be. The garden covers
approximately one and a half acres and is divided into 17 distinct areas including terraces, a rockery, a
winter garden, a spring garden, a formal garden, long borders and a wildlife pond, There is also a very
interesting, well planted orchard and fruit garden and part of the original woodland, which includes a
genuine gypsy caravan called ‘Gladys’ and a vintage Cheltenham caravan that Roger has turned into a
man cave.
The last area, aptly named’ round the back’, as it is at the rear of the cottage, leads you into a lovely,
tranquil courtyard garden with a small productive kitchen garden along with cut flowers and an oldfashioned, but full of character, wooden greenhouse. Mr McGregor’s garden, in the books of Beatrix
Potter, comes to mind, but if Peter Rabbit was around he was well hidden and the lettuce, carrots and
radish were looking perfect. Every garden visit ends with a refreshing cuppa’ and a nice slice of
homemade cake that is always viewed and enjoyed with as much interest as the garden.
On the 7th September we were off on one of our regular coach trips up to RHS Rosemoor in Torrington,
Devon. This garden always gives so much pleasure and is gardening at its best. We all promise ourselves
that this is how our own green oasis will look in our land of garden dreams!
We were back indoors for the September meeting to listen to Roger Hooper, from the RSPB, talking
15

about the birds that visit our gardens. Roger is very knowledgeable and delivered his talk with wisdom
and humour.
Membership to the Garden Club £10.00 a year. We are a friendly group and welcome gardeners of all
abilities. We meet in Tresillian Village Hall on the second Thursday of the month from September to May
and the meetings are from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm. Non-members are always welcome to any of the
meetings at a cost of £2.50. June, July and August are our out-and-about garden visiting months. To learn
more about the Tresillian Garden Club please contact either of our joint secretaries: Lorraine, 01872 520
069 or Cheryl, 01872 520 537.
The programme for the next few months is:
10th December

Christmas buffet and quiz (booking required)

9th January

Planting to attract wildlife:

Speaker, Liam Shoesmith

Tips for Winter Gardening
Look after wildlife by not being overly tidy in your garden when herbaceous perennials are looking past
their best. Although you may consider that your garden is looking untidy this is exactly how nature
intended it to be, allowing animals and hundreds of beneficial living organisms that rely on that unkempt
tangle to survive the winter. You can always have a thorough tidy up later on in the New Year when the
worst of winter is over.
Tools. They say a bad workman, or workwoman, always blames their tools. There is quite a lot of truth in
that, especially if you neglect to look after them well. Now is a good time to clean them properly and oil
and sharpen blades that have suffered the ravages of being used for a thousand cuts.
It’s not too late to plant spring bulbs even in early January. Planting in low containers works quite well if
you mulch or cover them well with permeable material to insulate them. Just make sure they have at
least some access to water, but never let them get completely saturated or they will rot into mush.
Winter is the traditional time for planting bare-rooted shrubs and fruiting trees whilst they are in a
dormant state. Soil preparation is the key to success. Do all the preparatory work digging in plenty of
organic matter well in advance when the soil is easy to work as this pays dividends when you come to
plant out. Stake any plant of a reasonable size as roots that anchor the plant will grow slowly, if at all, in
the depths of winter.
Pruning. Winter is actually one of the best times of year to prune the deciduous plants in your garden
because this is when plants are dormant, and they are also less likely to suffer diseases as airborne
carriers are less common. The best time is to wait for a mild, sunny day, get out your (yes, newly cleaned
and sharpened) pruners and take advantage of the fact that bare branches make it easier to see what
needs to be shaped and trimmed.
Happy gardening.
Keith Littlejohns
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Tresillian Allotment Association

L

et us look back to harvest time, when all the busy days of sowing seeds, planting out, feeding,
weeding and watering were paying their dividends.

Having picked a bumper crop of strawberries in June and July, as well as big juicy blackcurrants, it was
the turn of the autumn raspberries, then at the height of their production. Yum! The blueberries had
plenty of fruit on them but unfortunately the birds got there first. The blackbirds will eat blueberries
before they are ripe so I didn’t stand a chance really. Next year, a memo to myself, I will have to net the
plants.
Last autumn I decided to try growing Japanese onions. The tiny sets were planted in October and are
said to be winter hardy, ready to be harvested around June. I was very pleased with the result and they
have successfully enabled me to have onions all year round. By the time I used them up those that were
planted as tiny sets back in February were lifted and dried off ready for winter storage.
There was an autumn competition on the allotment site as to who could pick, eat, give away or make
into chutney the most runner beans. Plus, who’s bean frame or wigwam was the last one standing
upright and not leaning at a jaunty angle, especially after being whipped by the gale force winds that
occasionally blow across the site even in summer.
A lot of the allotmenteers have indulged in purchasing a net to protect their brassica plants. The nets are
approximately five metres long and a metre wide. Trying to erect these needed a lot of ingenuity and
dexterity and produced a lot of laughter plus, I am sure, a few swear words along the way. But they
work, and the tunnels are producing and protecting great crops of Brussels, cauliflowers, various
varieties of cabbage, purple sprouting, curly kale and kalettes which are a fairly new addition to seed
companies. The description in the seed catalogue reads ‘as like a tiny cabbage with green frilly leaves
streaked with purple, a fantastic complex taste of a sprout with the mild sweet nutty taste of kale’.
Sounds good, but, as they say, the proof is in the eating. Watch this space!
There was a Harvest Festival Service held in the allotments in September, which was well attended by
church members as well as allotment holders. We provided a display of the produce grown on our plots,
which was then used at the Harvest Festival held in Church.
Our youngest allotment holder Gwen has gained her Silver Duke of Edinburgh award by using her
experiences with creating, planting out and savouring the produce grown for her family.
Nature wise, we have been visited this year by a Hummingbird HawkMoth. I hadn’t realized that there
was such a thing but it was so beautiful to behold and so like a small hummingbird with the way it
fluttered.
The benefits of having an allotment are immense. Apart from having fresh food to eat that you have
grown yourself, free from chemicals and pesticides, keeping an allotment keeps you fit and is great funthat is once you have cleared the plot ready for planting! A full plot measures 10x5 metres and costs
£35.50 per annum, this includes water rates. Half plots are also available.
If you are interested in an allotment and would like to have a look around the site or would like more
details please feel free to contact Lorraine on 520609 or Lesley on 520568
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Tresillian Midi Group

W

inter is well and truly with us as I write this – wet, windy and grey - spring will soon be here!
However, the members of the Midi Group continue to enjoy meetings and endeavour to have a
varied and interesting programme.
Our June meeting was a visit to Gwennap Pit but, unfortunately, upon arrival the rain poured down. Our
guide pointed out the interesting features of the Pit, which John Wesley first visited in 1762 and
described it as the most magnificent spectacle to be seen on this side of heaven.
After a short time, we gave in to the wind and rain and retreated to the Busveal Chapel where our very
knowledgeable guide continued his talk. There are twelve rings in the round green hollow seating 1,500
comfortably and an annual Methodist service has been held on Whit Monday since 1807. With its
remarkable acoustic qualities, the Pit has been used for musical events, with choirs and bands, the
singing of Wesley or Sankey hymns, Gospel rock and pop festivals. After the talk, we enjoyed a sociable
time eating delicious cakes and drinking tea.
We held our Annual General Meeting in July. A successful year was reported and we were reminded of
our activities throughout the year. Donations to four charities totalling £130 had been made (Clic Sarent,
The Backup Trust, Chaos Group and Gwennap Pit). Members agreed we should also donate £100 to the
Heli Appeal and £40 to Tresillian Playing Field.
Officers elected were:
Chair:
Ann Winter
Vice-Chair
Joyce Glanville
Secretary:
Shirley Anderson
Treasurer:
Anita Keen

Committee:
Jill Elvans (Retiring Chair)
Ruth Budge
Ann Harris
Jeanne Woolcock

It was agreed that January and February meetings would be held in the afternoons, but the remaining
meetings in the Church Hall would be held at 7.30 pm. At the close of the meeting all members
adjourned to The Wheel Inn for a thoroughly enjoyable supper. Thank you Simon and Alison.
The new programme began on Tuesday, 17th September, at the Blue Anchor Inn for lunch before visiting
the Kernow Chocolate Factory near Padstow. The Managing Director gave a very interesting talk on his
life and start-up of the present factory – a successful entrepreneur who supplies many organisations,
eg. the National Trust. We also tasted the different flavours of chocolate followed by purchases.
Our meeting October meeting included a talk by Kerry Woodcock, an Estate Planning Consultant, who
spoke about Wills, Trusts and Funeral Plans. Kerry made a serious subject light-hearted and gave us food
for thought. The remainder of the evening concentrated on choosing our venue for Christmas lunch.
Alverton Manor was democratically chosen and has been booked for 10th December.
Our next meeting, in the Church Hall, will be on Tuesday, 19th November at 7.30 pm. It should be a fun
evening, as we are being entertained by Clive Blake, who is a Performance Poet and Entertainer. New
members would be made very welcome.
If you like a sociable afternoon our January meeting is being held at 2.0 pm when we shall have a beetle
drive and afternoon tea.
The members of Tresillian Midi Group would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Healthy 2020.
Shirley Anderson , Secretary
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Tresillian Village Improvement Group

W

e are delighted to receive the accolade of Silver Award in the Britain in Bloom Village Pennant
category because this is judged nationally not locally. A tremendous honour for our small village
and a recognition of the efforts of our volunteers in keeping the village looking colourful with all the
plants plus clean and tidy through litter picking on a regular basis and trimming back overgrown areas.

Above: RHS South West in Bloom 2019 Silver Award certificate

Above: Lorraine Sutton, left and
Cllr. Keith Littlejohns, right
representing the Tresillian
Village Improvement Group
being presented with the
certificate by Lord Julian
Fellowes, centre at Newquay’s
Atlantic Hotel.
Left: Malcolm James, left and
Richard Bratton, right installing
the latest addition to our
collection of excellent wooden
planters.

As will be seen from the cover of the summer edition of
TRAM, the Contemplative Man and his (now) two dogs
are happily surveying the river in the shade of the trees
and seem very content with the view, and their new
found friend.
More photos of TVIG work can be viewed on the village
website at www.tresillianvillage.co.uk
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Right: A new and taller mast has been put on
the boat and is ready to receive the Christmas
lights in due course.

Left: Four new plant troughs affixed to A390 roadside
railings adjacent the parking area near Mary’s Pasty
Shop, with two additional troughs affixed to walls
under the shop’s windows plus a hanging basket.

All this work is carried out by a number of regular volunteers but we’d love to welcome new people as
many hands do make light work. For example, volunteers on the watering rota only have to do that job
three times a year – more volunteers would reduce this further.
We held a very successful quiz night at The Wheel Inn, courtesy of Simon and Alison, on Tuesday 8
October. These events are great fun and a good chance for people to get together in a convivial
atmosphere, so much so that every table that night was booked for people to have a meal prior to the
quiz. Many thanks to Alison for another interesting and thought-provoking quiz and to Simon and Alison
for their generosity in providing the winners’ prize. The money raised goes towards the planting of the
boat and the three planters in the village by Truro City Parks twice a year.
We would like to thank St Clement Parish Council and our Cornwall Councillor, Mike Eathorne-Gibbons,
for all their support which is not only much appreciated but also much needed.
Please watch out for village improvement events on the village website (tresillianvillage.co.uk) as well as
the notice board by Mary’s Pasty Shop - everyone is welcome - and if you have any ideas for further
enhancement of our village, or would like to be involved with our group, then please contact Helen
Nicholson:
Email: Helennicholson@resource 24.net or
Tel: 01872 520 295
Helen Nicholson and Lesley Dobel
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Tresillian Village Playing Field Committee

J

une seems like a long time ago but the memory of a lovely village celebration still lingers! Thanks to
so many of you for supporting our official opening – it was a great sight to see the children running
onto the new equipment after the official opening by Hon. Evelyn Boscawen. Sarah Newton MP
presented some flowers to Christine Kitley in recognition of her contribution on the committee.

The empty Playing Field as it once was before installation of replacement play equipment.
What a lot of work has subsequently transformed the field into a much loved village asset. It was great
to see so many people in the Playing Field over the summer months as well. Greater use has led to more
litter though – please pick it up and take it home. The environment is now a major issue and we ALL have
to play our part in conservation and improving our standards.

A magnificent transformation on opening day with all the new equipment being eagerly tried out by
enthusiastic young children.
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Above: Sarah Newton (then) MP for Truro and
Falmouth, counting down for the Hon EAH
Boscawen who is about to cut the ribbon at the
official opening.

Above: Cllr. Mike Eathorne-Gibbons,
also cutting a ribbon to celebrate the
official opening.

Left: Sarah
Newton MP
presenting
Christine Kitley
with a bouquet for
her work on the
committee.
Right: The hot food
bar had a busy
afternoon feeding
the crowd that
attended the
opening.
In September, there was a Smite Charity Open Day in aid of the Lily Foundation. Again the Playing Field
was busy with many trying out a game they’d never played before. Joseph and Matt were the winning
team. The Playing Field was the perfect arena for the competition, so this could happen again.
There are some more plans for a bit more sports equipment for older children and adults, which we will
hopefully install over the winter. The committee will also be thinking about some more events so if you
have any ideas, or would like to help, please get in touch.
As a reminder, the management of the Playing Field relies on volunteers – the new equipment comes
with significantly increased insurance costs. If you’d like to help out with the maintenance costs – and
possibly win some cash (!) – please support our events and the Bonus Ball competition run by the Wheel
Inn. Our thanks to Simon for running this for us.
Helen Nicholson, Chair – Playing Field Management Committee
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Website Design
Graphic Design
Photography

Over 30 years experience working at creative
agency level in London and now in Cornwall.
KL Communications can help your business or
organisation to achieve the very best value from
your marketing and advertising budget.
From corporate identity to a complete marketing
campaign, we are here to help you.

Call now and ask for Keith
t 01872 520 503
e info@kl-c.com
w www.kl-c.com
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Travel Tips

W

e have just returned from a trip to London. Travel has certainly moved on a bit since the last time
we were there.

We used the train and also got a “two together” travel card to bring the cost down. The guy at Truro
station told us to use singles both ways because this would also get the price down.
Gone are the days when we use to queue at the ticket office or buy tickets from a machine. No need for
Oyster cards either. Nowadays, assuming that you have a contactless card or an App on your smart
phone, then you touch the gate panel to get into the station/underground, then choose which
underground you wish to travel on and then again touch your card. This gets you onto the appropriate
platform and then you travel at the lowest fare to your destination (changing onto other lines as well)
and, remember, don’t forget to contact touch again at your final destination stop or you will be charged
at the maximum journey rate for the rail network.
If you want to see London above land then use your bus pass all the time. Cornwall bus pass has a rose
symbol on it and this only needs to be flashed at the driver to get you free travel. This may only be used
on the red (also a white) bus and has a twenty-five mile zone limit. Open-top red tourist busses do not
accept bus passes.
We went miles using our bus passes starting from Peckham to the V&A in South Kensington as well as
Croydon on a pilgrimage to Dave’s old home besides lots of other places.
An excellent App for your phone is CityMapping. Enter where you are and where you want to go and it
will give you bus routes, times, stops as well as train and walking routes.
I would suggest that any attractions are booked before you go, as they are quite expensive. Having said
that, we managed to find plenty of free places to visit but had to book a time.
We both fancied the Shard but ended up going to the Walkie Talkie building with sky garden nearby. This
was free but we needed to book our visit. The 360-degree views were excellent and the lifts were so
rapid.
We also visited the Monument, which was
erected to commemorate the Great Fire of
London. This did cost a little but we got a
discount (again using our bus passes for
identification) and also a trip up the iconic
Tower Bridge both covered for £8.20.
If you have any travel hints that we could put
in the TRAM then please pass them on.
Lots of useful travel information for London
is available on the Transport for London
website https://tfl.gov.uk
Lesley Jones
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Marooned at Christmas!

T

o radio listeners in the 1930s the name and voice
of Edward Ward was well known for his
commentaries on a wide range of outside events. He
became one of the BBC’s principal war correspondents
on the outbreak of hostilities but was taken prisoner
in 1943.
At Christmas 1946 Laurence Gilliam, another familiar
‘wireless’ name, and at that time the Corporation’s
head of Features Department, revived the pre-war
programme of round the world greetings on Christmas
Day. He deemed it a good idea to include a visit to a
lighthouse and share with the keepers something of
the isolation and loneliness of their calling at the Christmas season.
On Christmas Eve. Ward, and an engineer, Stanley Coombs, were taken to the Bishop’s Rock Lighthouse,
some 40 miles off the Cornish coast and seven from the Isles of Scilly.
The broadcast was a success: under the control of Gilliam and with the professionalism of Ward, this was
only to be expected.
During the Christmas Day broadcast Ward stated that a gale-force wind was blowing and that heavy seas
were dashing against the lighthouse.
They were expecting to leave on Boxing Day. By then the storm had increased to almost hurricane force.
It was impossible for any vessel to get near the rock.
And so it was for the next 26 days!
For radio news and newspapers it became something of the ‘story of the year’.
Throughout January 1947 the continuing saga of the media’s beloved Edward Ward and his assistant
besieged by the tempest on a sentinel lighthouse on a lonely rock off the coast of Cornwall (of which
probably few had ever heard) captured the imagination of the British public. No news bulletin, daily or
Sunday newspaper failed to give an update on the ‘marooned men’.
(It says something for the penmanship of British journalists that they could, for a month, write a
paragraph or two saying the same thing – ‘Still there’!)
As the days turned into weeks, with two additional mouths to feed, there was a shortage of fresh food
on the lighthouse. The keeper radioed Trinity House (Managing Authority for all lighthouses around the
British Isles) for permission to ‘break-out’ emergency ‘rations’ – corned beef and ship’s biscuits.
On recounting the experience later he said: “It was always the same old walls. I spent three years as a
prisoner of war and would rather go behind barbed wire again than face a further few weeks on that
damned rock.”
Eventually the storm abated sufficiently enough to allow the St Mary’s (Isles of Scilly) lifeboat to reach
the rock and the radio men to be lowered.
Ward was to say, “It was ten minutes in the breeches buoy and it was the longest ten minutes of my life!”

27

For several years Ward continued his career as a BBC reporter whilst also becoming a successful
journalist and writer.
On the death of his father in 1950 he became the 7th Viscount Bangor. He died in 1993 aged eightyeight.
Bishop’s Rock Lighthouse
Construction of the Bishop’s Rock lighthouse commenced in 1847 and
by the end of 1849 all was ready for the installation of equipment the
following summer. On the 5th February 1850 a tremendous storm
swept away the whole edifice.
Left: A drawing of the
original 1847 lighthouse
construction, credited to
José Eugenio Ribera.
Undeterred, The Elders of Trinity House persevered and a stronger
tower was completed and operational by 1858.
The height of the tower is 163 ft (49 metres). The range of the lamp is
20 nautical miles. It was electrified in 1973 and became automatic in
1992.
It is subjected to around 30 near hurricane force storms each year,
imposing an estimated force on its walls of 7,000 lbs per square foot.

Above: The current lamp housing using highluminosity 400w lamps, with light output being
intensified by the large glass lenses.
Left: The 1858 lighthouse as it is today with
helicopter landing pad used by maintenance
crews only as it is now fully automatic and
unmanned.
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Nature and Wildlife IS Important
“A wildlife-rich natural world is vital for our wellbeing and survival. We need wild places to thrive. Yet many of
our systems and laws have failed the natural world. We now live in one of the most nature depleted places on
the planet. Nature urgently needs our help to recover – and it can be done. By joining up wild places and
creating more across the UK we would improve our lives and help nature to flourish - because everything
works better when it’s connected.”
Sir David Attenborough

For many years we’ve known that nature reserves alone are not enough for wildlife’s recovery. Too
often we’ve seen wildlife forced into fewer and smaller pockets of wild space, surrounded by urban
development or intensive agriculture. This reduces nature’s resilience to climate change. Sir John
Lawton, who led a Government review of England’s wildlife sites in 2010, said: “There is compelling
evidence that they are generally too small and too isolated. We need more space for nature.”
To allow nature to recover, we need to reconnect the fragmented sites that remain – stitching back
together Britain’s tattered natural fabric of wild land and creating more space for wildlife.
Visit the Wildlife Trusts website and learn more about the campaign to establish a statutory Nature
Recovery Network - https://www.wildlifetrusts.org and search for Nature Recovery Network

29

The Wise Men
ny
...How ma

their na
e
r
a
t
a
h
...W

come
y
e
h
t
d
i
d
...Where

T

from?

mes?

r rank?
i
e
h
t
s
a
w
...What

he answer to the above in any pub or village hall quiz would be: Three; Balthesar, Casper and
Melchior; King, and The Orient. Sure? Well, it may not be so.

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem … in the days of Herod the king, behold there came wise
men from the east to Jerusalem, saying Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen
his star in the east and are come to worship him.
Matthew 2:1,2
It is surprising that, seeing the story of the visit of the Wise Men to the Christ child gets just a few verses
in the Gospel of St. Matthew so much has been written elsewhere and handed down over the ages.
There are many different versions of this wonderful story and they cannot possibly all be true.
There is no mention in the Bible of their number. Some early Christian works suggest there were
twelve. It seems likely that over the centuries it became accepted that there were three because of
their bearing three gifts, but it is possible that each of their number, however many they were, bore the
precious offerings.
St. Matthew does not name the Wise Men, nor do any other early Christian writings..
ninth century do we find the names now commonly ascribed to them.

Not until the

It has been said that ‘The Three’, came from separate countries. Some stories even describe them:
Balthesar King of Egypt. Black skin and beard (or no beard!), and depicted as wearing a purple cloak.
Caspar:

King of Sheba.
cloak

Brown hair, brown beard (or no beard!) and depicted as wearing a green

Melchior

King of Arabia. Long white hair and beard and depicted wearing a golden cloak.

All most unlikely. It is difficult to conceive how they would have met either by arrangement or chance
on whatever journeys they made to Jerusalem. But, nor does St. Matthew specifically say they arrived
in Jerusalem together.
They were most certainly not Kings, nor were they from The Orient. They were written of as being rich
and expensively dressed. They spoke with courtesy and authority. They were almost certainly
astrologers, and as such would have been greatly respected in the Arabic world in those days. They
have been known as ‘The Wise Men from the East’, ‘The Three Kings’, and sometimes ‘The Magi’,
another name for astrologers. In those superstitious times their prophecies would be sought and
heeded. It seems quire likely that our ‘Three Wise Men’ were entrusted by their ruler (or rulers) to
travel and seek the newly-born Holy child. It is now considered they most likely came from the ancient
kingdom of Sheba
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In those days astrology and astronomy were virtually synonymous and The Magi would have known the
significance of any ‘new’ bright light appearing in the sky. Theories as to what the light was include a
comet and a supernova, but the most likely is the conjunction of the planets Jupiter and Saturn.
Modern astronomers have proved that within a year or two of Christ’s birth these planets were in
conjunction, presenting an extremely bright ‘star’ indeed.
And, of course, it could well have been a host of Angels, shining some great light in their exultation.
The Magi would have seen this light and interpreted its meaning. They would know and understand the
prophecy of the birth of Christ and know they must seek Bethlehem.
But thou, Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee
shall he come forth …
Micah 5 : 2
The Wise Men are almost always depicted as riding on camels. In northern Arabia at the time of the
birth of Christ camels would have been used as pack animals. Anyone of good status would have ridden
a (much more comfortable) Arabian horse. It would surely be thus they – and a considerable retinue of
servants (and slaves?) would travel by ancient trade routes.
Inevitably they would first go to Jerusalem and, at an inn, seek further directions.
Where is he that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the east and are come to
worship him.
Matthew 2: 2
News of their mission would quickly reach the ears of Herod, who summoned them to his presence.
Herod had, of course, also heard rumours of the birth of The King of the Jews. He was hated by his
subjects, extremely superstitious and fearful of his position. Any suggestion that there was a new born
King had sent him into a state of shock: that position was his.
And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child..... that I
might come and worship him also.
Matthew 2 : 8
‘The Star’ would guide them to Bethlehem, which at that time was a small collection of houses and a
single inn some six miles from Jerusalem.
We also know that when The Wise Men came to the infant Jesus He was not newly born, as depicted so
often in manger scenes. It would have taken The Magi a considerable time from first seeing ‘The Star’
to prepare for and make their journey and Jesus may well now be toddling..
And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary … they presented unto
him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
Matthew 2 : 11
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The gifts give credence to the belief that they came from Sheba. The Kingdom of Sheba was well known for
its great wealth and the ruler would certainly have sent gold as a gift to a new-born king. The boswellian
and cormiphora trees, the source of both frankincense and myrrh, grew in profusion in that country.
It cannot be known what Mary and Joseph made of these gifts. If nothing else they would now be sure
– if surety was yet needed – that the child was more than just a little precious.
And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their
own country another way.
Matthew 2 : 12
The Magi would know of Herod’s reputation as a bully and superstitious despot. Having met him they
would doubtless have formed their own unfavourable opinions. They would not have needed God’s
warning in a dream that they – and the Christ-child – would be ill-served by their returning to Jerusalem.
Nevertheless the ‘another way’ would not be easy. On leaving Bethlehem they would need to pass at
least one of Herod’s well garrisoned forts. Bethlehem was only some six miles from Jerusalem so they
would not have much start before the vengeful king set his troops on their heels. They would need to
speed down the Jordan Valley and cross the river south of The Dead Sea before being free of the evil
monarch’s clutches.
Although it was unlikely that Herod’s forces would pursue them into Jordan they would not have been
certain and continue to make haste as they found their way across the desert. No trade routes here –
refreshing oasis, hopefully!

✞ ✞ ✞
From the eastern mountains

Onward through the darkness

Until every nation,

pressing on they come,

of the lonely night,

whether bond or free,

wise men in their wisdom,

shining still before them

‘neath thy star-lit banner,

to his humble home;

with thy kindly light,

Jesus, follow thee

stirred by deep devotion,

guide them, Jew and Gentile,

o’er the distant mountains,

hasting from afar,

homeward from afar,

to that heavenly home

ever journeying onward,

Young and old together,

where not sin nor sorrow

guided by a star.

by thy guiding star.

evermore shall come.
Godfrey Thring
1823-1903
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News from Holy Trinity Church and Lamorran

A

few Sundays ago Revd Brian McQuillen took his last service (for a while, anyway,) at Holy Trinity.
Brian is taking up the position of Priest in Charge at the Benifice of St. Gorran and St. Michael
Caerhays. We will miss his meaningful and often humorous sermons very much. We wish him and Melva
all the very best.
Revd. Roger Nicholls is currently unwell and unable to take any of our services. We wish him a speedy
recovery to good health.
With the departure of Brian and with Roger being currently indisposed our worship leaders, Billa and
Claire will be taking more of our Sunday services. Past experience has shown us that they have some
sparkling ideas to provide our spiritual welfare.
In September we said farewell to Bishop Chris who has taken up the position of Director of the Church of
England Ministry Division. We wish him well in this important position. We shall miss him and Ellie not
only from their positions in our Diocese but as residents of the village. Our thoughts will be with them as
we wish them well in their new surroundings.
What has become an annual pleasure, the celebration of
the harvest at the allotments was on the 15th September.
The weather could hardly have been better: blue sky, not
too hot. The allotments were overflowing with produce –
quite a lot of which had found its way to a splendid
display at Vic’s Shed. With the aid of a very realistic
‘boat’, provided by Chris Barley and a band of willing
volunteers (young and the young-at-heart) performing the
action, Canon Lynda told the story from John’s Gospel of
the resurrected Jesus appearing to his Disciples on the
Sea of Galilee and their miraculous catch of fish. All this
with much laughter and great fun: ‘casting’ pea netting
over the side of a cardboard ‘boat’ onto a paving slab
‘sea’ is something to remember!. Rev’d Mark led the
singing of some favorite hymns, stories and poems were
enjoyed, and then everyone tucked into a sumptuous
picnic tea.
A week later we joined our friends at the Methodist
Chapel for their Harvest Thanksgiving. The Chapel was
bedecked with masses of autumn greenery with large
fronds of maize giving particular grandeur to the occasion, and there was a splendid display of fruit and vegetables.
Members of the congregation had donated a mound of canned and packaged groceries for distribution
to local food charities.
The service was conducted by Revd. Mark Dunn-Wilson.
Three Harvest Thanksgiving in just 28 days? Well, you can’t have too much of a good thing, and on the
13th October we joined our friends at St. Michael Penkivel for their Harvest Service at the church and a
splendid lunch in the Village Hall afterwards.
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On the 10th November, Remembrance Sunday, Revd. Canon Lynda led prayers at the memorial. Mr Bob
Scott read the Exortation ‘For the Fallen’, “Thy shall grow not old …”
Bugler, Mr Dan Beacham sounded Last Post and, following The Silence, Reveille.
Mr John Dobel laid the wreath, and Bob spoke the words of the Kohima Epitaph, “When you go home ..”

Afterwards, at the church, Canon Lynda conducted a service of remembrance during which appropriate
hymns, selected by organist, Mrs Judith Stephens, were sung with feeling by the combined
congregations of Holy Trinity and the Methodist Chapel.
She spoke of the great valour seen 75 years ago in the many battles of 1944 that paved the way to the
defeat of an evil empire; and of the humanity and courage of Revd. Geoffrey Studdart Kennedy,
“Woodbine Willie”, the padre of the First World War who constantly ignored enemy gunfire to give
succour to wounded and dying troops.
Readings were given by Mr Nick Jeans and Mrs Jean Tubb.
As a moving background Mr Clive Stephens screened a series of slides showing scenes of both World
Wars, but with emphasis on the achievements and heroism that marked 1944.
We remember:
Alfred Davey Archibald Deacon Thomas Arthur Dunstan Ernest Henry Julian
It seems almost unbelievable that this was the sixth Remembrance Day Service and laying of wreath and
poppies at the Playing Field War Memorial. It seems only months since after a lot of planning and a great
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deal of much appreciated assistance from so many, we first stood before it to pay our tribute to the men
whose names it bears who died for our freedom.
On Remembrance Sunday I arrived at the Playing Field with Mr. Chris Goodman. As we approached the
memorial he said, “It looks good, doesn’t it?” I replied, “Yes.” No longer words or sentences were
necessary.

And for that especial thanks are due to those of the Village Improvement Group and the Garden Club for
the splendid work they did at the outset and still do now in planting and maintaining the pleasant,
suitably peaceful arbor that surrounds the memorial.
Earlier this year you will have read of the plans to make Lamorran Church fit for habitation by the
congregation and, although a fearful nuisance, our otherwise somewhat charming bat family. It is good
to be able to report that work progresses satisfactorily.
Work on the ‘Bat Project’ has necessitated a delay to the plans for a Quiet Garden in the cemetery, but it
is by no means forgotten. Watch this space.
The Tregothnan Estate have plans to extend the car parking area at the rear of the Church Hall and are
kindly making provision for those attending church, lunch club etc. This will be a great asset that we are
sure will be much appreciated.
It has been another successful year for the Lunch Club and those of us who month by month enjoy such
splendid food express our sincere thanks and appreciation to all who acquire it, prepare it, and serve it –
and wash up afterwards. And, of course, there are those who set up the tables and chairs and stack them
36

away again. Many thanks to Gillian who masterminds the bookings and the raffle. To have a place at
lunch you must telephone her on 520566.
At ‘our’ end of the table (that which was once the gathering place of the Thursday Club) and probably
right down the hall, every lunch brings forth remarks such as “How do they do it for the price”, or “That
pudding alone would cost you more than a fiver in a restaurant” or “That was delicious! Who made it? I
want the recipe.”
Thank you, thank you. You are appreciated, truly.
Again we think it best to have our Christmas lunch early in December and it is on Thursday the 5th.
Don’t miss it; if you haven’t yet booked, call Gillian now: 520566
Our Candlelit Carol Service for all the family will be at 4.0 pm on the 15th December. There will be mince
pies and mulled wine afterwards.
We will gather in the church at 11.0 pm on Christmas Eve for midnight Holy Communion. Everyone is
welcome, we will be delighted to see you and you may be sure of a warm welcome.
On behalf of everyone at the church I wish all readers of TRAM a happy Christmas with the peace and
love of the Holy Trinity around us always.
George Doherty
On behalf of the PCC
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A Message for Christmas
… The Season of Peace and Goodwill

C

hristmas, for me, is always associated with lists! I can remember as a child that (around midOctober!) a piece of paper would appear on the fridge. Over the next few weeks it would become
the ‘Christmas shopping list’ – ever expanding to cover, not just the main Christmas meals, but those
lovely little extras that took such significance in the family Christmas traditions. Then, the great day
would arrive, and the list would be taken down and transformed from notional ‘hoped-fors’ into
‘cupboard and table realities’ as the festivities began.
At no other time of the year, did my mother make lists – but at Christmas, when there was so much to
remember, she wanted to be sure that she didn’t overlook the little details.
At the centre of the Christmas story in the Bible, there is a ‘Little Detail’ that must not be overlooked in
the festive activities. He lies in a feeding trough in the back room of an Inn, in a backwater village called
Bethlehem. And most of the village didn’t even know he was there, we suspect. But he was the
‘Christmas Detail’ so much more important than anything else before or afterwards.
Christians believe that this tiny baby, who was given the name Jesus, was God visiting earth and that
everything was changed by that one moment in time. It is an extraordinary idea of course – all of God
into one tiny baby – and many will not accept it. Jesus doesn’t even make it onto the Christmas list for
most people in our country today. But I invite you to pause just long enough this Christmas, to ask
yourself a few questions: What if the story is actually true? What if this baby boy named Jesus is actually
God amongst us? What if God does loves you so much, that he came to live beside you to guide, and
help and heal? What if the Little Detail is Divine? If you want some help to think through those
questions, then folk at Church and Chapel would be pleased to wrestle the conundrums with you.
Every blessing this Christmastime
Revd Mark (Tresillian Village Chapel)
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Tresillian Methodist Chapel
A warm welcome awaits you at 11 am each Sunday morning when we meet for worship

O

n the first Sunday of every month we have an informal ‘café
worship’, when we enjoy coffee and cake, discussion,
contemporary songs of worship, and a few words from an invited
speaker. Do come along and give this style of worship a try – you
will be very welcome!
Activities for Children in the Chapel
Regular activities for primary children take place in the chapel.
Sunday Club meets at 11 am each Sunday, and during the
holidays we have a variety of activities. Look out for posters
around the village advertising any planned school holiday events.
Tiddlywinks for babies and toddlers meet every Friday morning
at the chapel and you will find a ‘poster’ giving all details in this
issue of TRAM
Though the winter is now here, it doesn’t seem long since our
Harvest Festival celebrations when we get together with our
friends at Holy Trinity.
We held a Harvest celebration at the allotments again this year, with both Revd Lynda and Revd Mark
and a small ‘boat’, which featured in the story of Jesus telling His disciples which side of the boat to cast
their nets so that they could have a good catch of fish. This happened after He had risen from the dead
and was making breakfast for them on the beach at Galilee and talking to them about what would
happen after He returned to His Father in Heaven. The story was re-enacted with a few willing disciples
and some paper fish.
With a fine afternoon, the produce of the allotments around us, and the beautiful view, it was a lovely
setting for a harvest thanksgiving. It was followed, as ever, by tea, coffee and cake!
The following Sunday we joined together at the chapel for another harvest celebration. Revd Mark led
the service, with help from Revd. Lynda. It was followed by a ‘bring and share’ lunch that was greatly
enjoyed by all.
The two churches will join together again for worship in January, on the 19th at Holy Trinity for the Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity.
Some diary dates at the chapel. Do come and join us!
Thursday, December 12th :

Family Christmas Quiz at 6.0 pm

Sunday 15th December 15that 11 am : Christmas worship with Revd Mark Dunn-Wilson
Sunday 22nd December at 11 am : Family Carols Christmas Eve :
Christingle at 6 pm.
Christmas Day: Worship is at Truro Methodist Church at 10 am.
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Message from the Vicar …………………

Follow the Star
at

www.churchofengland.org/followthestar

Countdown to Christmas starts with Advent on December 1 st. You can find starry ideas for
activities each day to follow the star to the heart of Christmas. Open one each day or just a
few at home or with friends.
Do you follow the stars? Wise men and women down the centuries have looked up to the heavens and
tracked the stars looking for signs only to find themselves led to the amazing wonder of God. The first
wise men followed a new star and were led to the baby Jesus where they worshipped him with the best
that they had, gold, frankincense and myrrh. They saw in the baby Jesus’ birth God coming to earth to
live among us. In our modern day celebrity culture we might say a celebrity baby, a Star born for his
time and ours.
Still today the light from that Star shines in the darkness and the darkness has never put it out.
One of the first followers of Jesus, the disciple John, wrote those words and we often remember them in
our Christmas carol services. It’s a message that earths us in times of enormous uncertainty and change
when all around us seems dark and we despair of where we are going.
One of the Follow the Star activities is to make star table mats which you can use for a special Christmas
meal and maybe write on them the names of the star people in your life so that you remember to pray
for them. You can do this with children too. Then light a candle next to them and remember that Jesus
came as light to the world. Ask God to be light to everyone. Finally:
Light a candle in a darkened room. Look at the shape of the light from the flame. See how many star
shapes you can see. Whisper your hopes for Christmas as a prayer.
Christmas is coming soon! Follow the Star so that you don’t miss its secret blessing in your life.
Canon Lynda
A Christmas Carol Prayer:
How silently, how silently,The wondrous gift
is given;So God imparts to human heartsThe
blessings of His Heaven.No ear may hear His
coming,But in this world of sin,Where meek
souls will receive Him still,The dear Christ
enters in.

O little town of BethlehemHow still we see thee lie
Above thy deep and dreamless sleepThe silent
stars go byYet in thy dark streets shinethThe
everlasting LightThe hopes and fears of all the
yearsAre met in thee tonight.
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Christmas is a wonderful time of year for everyone in the village to come together whatever age and
background. Church and chapel have brought together a Christmas card detailing all our Christmas
services. We hope you have received this and that you can join in with one or two of the Christmas
celebrations. I look forward to meeting you and yours. My warmest wishes for a joyful Christmas.
Canon Lynda

Worship Calendar Holy Trinity, Tresillian
Priest in Charge: Rev. Canon Lynda Barley
A warm welcome awaits anyone who would like to come and join us for Common Worship at Holy
Trinity, usually at 11.15 any Sunday morning. Just follow the sound of the bells! Please note the
exceptions as shown below and look for notices
December 1st ADVENT SUNDAY

11.15 am

Lighting of the first candle on our Advent

Wreath. Sunday, December 8th

11.15 am

Common Worship and Holy Communion;
with Canon Lynda.

Sunday, December 15th

4.0 pm

Family candlelit crib and Carol Service;
with Canon Lynda.
Mince pies and mulled wine afterwards.

Sunday, December 22rd

11.15 am

Common Worship and Holy Communion;
with Canon Lynda.

Christmas Eve December 24th

11.0 pm

Candlelit Holy Communion service for
Christmas Eve with Canon Lynda.

Sunday, December 29th

No service at Holy Trinity

Sunday, January 7th

11.15 am

Common Worship

Services continue through January – March: see Holy Trinity pages on village website
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